[Fundamentals of Computer Science | (CS151.01 2006F)

Class 08: Procedure Definitions
Held: Wednesday, 6 September 2006

Summary: Today we begin to consider how you can write your own procedures and why you might do
So.

Related Pages:

e EBoard.
® | ab: Defining Your Own Procedures.
® Reading: Defining Your Own Procedures.

Notes:
e Reminder: Osgood on Rosenfield convocation. Tomorrow. 11:00 a.m.
Overview:

o \Why define your own procedures?
e How to define your own procedures.
® lab.

User Defined Procedures

® |t's clear that programmers often want to (and need to) define their own procedures.
e User-defined procedures can add clarity to a program.

O Rather than looking dtow code does something, the user of a procedure can foamsabthe
code does.

® Programmers can avoid repetitive (and, therefore, error prone) code.

O Rather than retyping the same code again and again, just changing a few values, a programmer
can give a name to the same code.

® How do you define your own procedures? Using the following template:

(define your-procedure
(lanbda (param; ... paramg)

expr essi on- possi bl y-i nvol vi ng- par aneters))
® For example,
(define square
(lanbda (val)

(* val val)))

® You can (and should) document your procedures so that others can understand what they are
supposed to do.


http://www.cs.grinnell.edu/~rebelsky/Courses/CS151/2006F/

L ab on User-Defined Procedures

® Do the lab.
® Be prepared to reflect (e.g., to describe the most important or most confusing thing you dealt with
today). (And no, you can’t say "Sam is the most confusing thing | dealt with today.")
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