[Fundamentals of Computer Science | (CS151.02 2007S)

Project: Text Generation (Part One)

Summary: In this laboratory, you will explore techniques for generating “random” texts.
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Exercises

Exercise 0: Preparation

a. Make your own copies of the following files. (Note that the easiest way to make your own copy is to
right click on the file and select Save Link As ... or something similar. If the browser tries ta htidna
orht nl extension, delete that extension and do not add)

t ext gen. ss

adj ecti ves. txt
articles.txt
nouns. t xt
tverbs. t xt

b. Open your copy dfext gen. ss. You will be working with this copy throughout this lab and the next.

Exercise 1. Initial Explorations
a. Generate ten “random” sentences u§isgnt ence) .
b. What sentence structures do you see in those ten sentences?

c. Make a list of the parts of speech you see, what words appear for each part of speech you see, and the
relative frequency of each word within its part of speech.

d. Suppose we were to generate ten “random” nouns (igieger at e- part - of - speech ’ noun).
What words would you expect to see, and in what relative frequencies?


http://www.cs.grinnell.edu/~rebelsky/Courses/CS151/2007S/

e. Look atnouns by opening it in DrScheme. Do the frequencies stated in that file match those you
encountered in parts a and ¢?

Exercise 2: Your Own Words

a. Edit your copies aiidj ecti ves. t xt, nouns. t xt, andt ver bs. t xt to insert at least four more

words in each. (You can edit each file in DrScheme, but you should not try to run it.) Note that you will
also have to change the frequencies of the existing words to make the total be 1000. (You can check the
frequencies witl{ check-words-fil e fil enane).)

You should not spend more than five or so minutes updating these copies. (You'll have a chance to make
more changes later.)

b. Generate ten new sentences. Did your sentences include your own words? If not, read through the code
to see where ext gen. ss looks for the words (hint, it's a variable calledot ) and then update it to

use your words. (If you saved the files on your desktop, the new root should be

"/ honme/ user nanme/ Deskt op/ ".)

Exercise 3: Capitalizing Sentences

One issue with theent ence procedure is that it does not capitalize the sentences it writes.
a. Write a proceduré,capi tal i ze str), that capitalizes the first letter &r.

b. Updatesent ence to use this new procedure.

c. Generate ten or so sentences to ensure that your update has worked.

Exercise 4: Other Sentence Structures

a. Updatesent ence so that it randomly selects between two sentence structures. (You may choose the
alternate structure.)

b. Generate ten or so sentences to ensure that your update has worked.

Exercise 5: Intransitive Verbs

a. Create a new words fileyer bs. t xt, that contains a variety of intransitive verbs. Recall that each
line of the file should have the for@f wor d" frequency) and that the sum of the frequencies should
be 1000.

b. Usecheck- wor ds- f i | e to make sure that your file has the correct format.

c. Updatesent ence to add a third kind of sentence, one that includes intransitive verbs.



For Those With Extra Time

If you find that you’ve finished all of the work, you might consider

® Playing with more variants (longer word lists, new sentence structures, etc.);
® Starting to read the second reading on text generation;
® Thinking about the lab report.
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