[Fundamentals of Computer Science |: Media Computing (CS151.01 2008S)

Class 13: Documenting Programs and Procedures

Held: Tuesday, 12 February 2008

Summary: We consider documentation for your programs - Why to write it, when to write it, how to write
it.

Related Pages:

e EBoard.
® Reading: Documenting Your Procedures.

Notes:

® Are there questions on the exam? I've added some comments to the online version in the Q&A
section.

® There is no reading for tomorrow!
® | have an interview scheduled during office hours today. | will, however, be in from noon until 2pm.
® Remember: Thursday extra, Thurday, 4:30, 3821.

Overview:

® The need for documentation.
® The Six P’s - a strategy for documenting procedures.
® Practice.

Documentation

e \Why document? Text is often easier to read than code.
® Who is your audience? You have many.
O People who must maintain and update your code.
O People who must use your code.
O People who incorporate your code into a bigger package.
® You write commentsvithin code for those who must maintain and update your code. You often also
write abig picture statement for such folks.

® Most of the comments you write in this class will be for people who are likely to use your code. We
call these youclient programmers.

® [or such folks, we focus ashat your procedures do.


http://www.cs.grinnell.edu/~rebelsky/Courses/CS151/2008S/

TheSix P's

e | prefer to document procedures for client programmers using a careful system, in which we always
describe six aspects of the procedure: The name, the parameters, the purpose, the value the procedure
produces, the preconditions, and the postconditions.

® ThePurposeis intended to give a short, informal, summary of what the procedure does.

e The other three of the first four parameters are used to hame things, so that we can refer to them
elsewhere.

e The Preconditions formalize requirements that must be met in order for the procedure to function
correctly.

® ThePostconditions formalize the results of the procedure. They are often expressed in a combination
of mathematics, Scheme, and English.

Practice
We'll try writing documentation collaboratively for a variety of procedures.
(sqrt val)
(max vall val2 ... valn)

(quadratic-root a b c)
(i mage-select-ellipse! imge selection-type left top w dth height)
(i mage-render-draw ng! imge draw ng)
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