[Fundamentals of Computer Science |: Media Computing (CS151.01 2008S)

Class 18: Iterating Over Lists
Held: Wednesday, 20 February 2008

Summary: We consider procedures for that involve doing something with each element of a list. Along
the way, we consider two key ideas of functional programmhgher-order programming and
anonymous procedures .

Related Pages:

e EBoard.

® |ab: Iterating Over Lists.

® Reading: Iterating Over Lists.

® Due: Assignment 4: Blending Colors.

Notes:

e The[DrFll Web site now has links to instructions for running DrFu remotely on your PC or Linux
box. Let me know if they work okay.

e | think everyone got their homework in by midnight (well 12:05 a.m.) last night. Thanks!

® |an Athanasakis will present a talk on his work at Google on Thursday at 4:30 in 3821. Extra credit
for attending.

e Friday’s reading on local bindings will not be available until tonight or tomorrow.

I'll reserve a few minutes at the start of class to consider conditionals..

Overview:

Review: How Scheme evaluates expressions.
Repetition.

Building new lists from old withmap.

Anonymous procedures.

Doing something with each value in a list witar each! .
Drawing lists of spots.

Review: How Scheme evaluates expressions

Let's consider the steps involved in evaluating

(define x 5)
(define y 3)
(+ xy)


http://www.cs.grinnell.edu/~rebelsky/Courses/CS151/2008S/
http://www.cs.grinnell.edu/~rebelsky/Glimmer/DrFu/

Now, let’s try the following somewhat more complicated example.

(define x 5)

(define y 7)

(define fun (lanmbda (x) (* x y)))
(fun 3)

Repetition

e Key algorithm design ideas:
O Naming: It is useful to name values
O Sequencing: Algorithms often involve executing perations in a defined sequence
O Conditionals: We often need to choose between actions
O Procedures: We clarify and simplify our code by parameterizing and grouping collections of
instructions.
O Repetition: Algorithms often have to perform activities repeatedly (for a fixed number of
repetitions, until some condition holds, or, potentially “forever”).
® Intoday’s class, we'll consider the special case of repetition for lists.
® Two approaches:
O Pure: Create a new list from the old list.
O Impure: Do some separate activity using each value.
® A pure approach: Build a new list of spots by shifting each spot right 4 spaces.
An impure approach: Render each spot in a list of spots.
® The procedure for the first approachnisp. The procedure for the second appradhoiseach! .

Building new lists from old with map

® Form:(map function (list vl v2 ... vn))
® Meaning:(list (function vl) (function v2) (function v3) ... (function
vn))
e Examples ...
Anonymous procedures

Let’s return to the examples. What happens if we write

(define triple (lambda (x) (* x 3))))
(map triple (list 1 2 3))

As we'll see, the interpreter substitutes the lambda expression for ithpd €. We can do the same.

(map (lanbda (x) (* x 3)) (list 1 2 3))



Doing something with each valuein alist with f or each!

® Form:(foreach! function (list vl v2 .... vn))
® Meaning:

(function v1)
(function v2)
(function vn)
nul |
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