[Introduction to Statistics (MAT/SST 115.03 2008S)

Getting Started with R

Summary: We begin to explore how one uses the R statistics environment. Along the way, we consider the
basic data types R works with and the techniques you can use to explore data in R.

Preliminaries

Unlike many modern programs, R does not have a fancy graphical user interface (aka GUI). Rather, you
type commands in R and it responds to those commands, most typically by presenting a result in textual or
graphical form.

You start R by opening a terminal window and then enteéRnat the prompt. Try doing so now. You
should see some welcome message from the R system. Eventually, you will see the R prompt, a
greater-than sign.

% R

R version 2.4.0 Patched (2006-11-25 r39997)
Copyright (C) 2006 The R Foundation for Statistical Conputing
I SBN 3-900051-07-0

Ris free software and cones with ABSOLUTELY NO WARRANTY.
You are welcone to redistribute it under certain conditions.
Type 'license()’ or 'licence()’' for distribution details.

Nat ural |anguage support but running in an English |ocale

Ris a collaborative project with many contri butors.
Type 'contributors()’ for nore information and
"citation()’ on howto cite R or R packages in publications.

Type 'deno()’ for sone denos, 'help()’ for on-line help, or
"hel p.start ()’ for an HTM. browser interface to hel p.
Type 'q()’ to quit R

>

Even without knowing anything else about R, you can use R as a simple calculator. That is you can type
arithmetic expressions and it will provide the results. For example, Activity 2-2 asks us to compute the
proportion of men and women in a study on hand washing who washed their hands.

> 2393/ 3206
[1] 0.746413
> 2802/ 3103
[1] 0.9029971


http://www.cs.grinnell.edu/~rebelsky/Courses/MAT115/2008S/

Similarly, we might find the overall proportion of people who wash their hands by summing the two
sub-populations.

> (2393+2802) / (3206+3103)
[1] 0.8234269
>

Of course, many of us prefer to work with names of values, rather than with values. (What does that 2393
stand for, anyway?) In R, you can associate names with values (including the results of computations) by
writing

> nane = expressi on

For example, we might write:

Men = 3206

Wnen = 3130

MenWashed = 2393

VWonenWashed = 2802

MenProportion = MenWashed/ Men
MenProportion

[1] ©.746413

> WonenProportion = WinenWashed/ Wonen
> WonenPr oportion

[1] 0.8952077

> Qveral | Proportion = (MenWashed + WonenWashed)/ (Men + Wonen)
> Overal | Proportion

[1] ©.819918

VVVVYVYV

Sometimes, you'll need more than one line to type an R expression. If yigathitin the middle of an
expression, R will print a plus sign to indicate that it is expecting more input.

> (MenWashed + WonenWashed) /
+ (Men + Wénen)
[1] 0.819918

At times, R will think that you're continuing a command, and you can't figure out Ydwcan always
cancel a command in R by hitting Ctrl-C. (That is, hold down the key mark&dr| and, while still holding
that key, also press the key mark&d

R also lets you revisit prior commands by using the up-arrow and down-arrow keys.

Exercise 1. Simple Computations
a. Start R.

b. Verify that the computations above worked as advertised. Note that for the longer expressions, you may
want to copy and paste from the online version of this lab.



Exercise 2. Simple Computations, Continued

As you may recall, Activity 2-6 reports on two sections of Introductory Statistics, one that they term a
“Regular Section” and one that the term a “Sports section”. In the Regular section, 16 students got good
scores, 11 students got fair scores, and 2 students got poor scores. In the Sports section, 7 students got
good scores, 15 students got fair scores, and 6 students got poor scores.

a. Write R expressions that assign names to those six values.

b. Write an R expression that computes the total number of students in the Regular section and assigns that
value toRegul ar St udent s.

c. Write an R expression that computes the proportion of students who passed the Regular section (good
and fair grades are passing grades; poor grades are not).

d. Repeat the previous two steps using the grades of the Sports section.

R’s Data Types

Clearly, R can work with simple numbers. However, as you've already seen, the practice of statistics
involves more computation than just a few numbers. Hence, R supports a variety of kinds of data. For this
class, we can focus on four kinds: numbers, strings, vectors, and frames. We've already seen a bit of what
you can do with numbers, so we’ll focus on the other three kinds.

Strings

Strings are pieces of text that you might use in your analysis. They can be values associated with variables
(e.g., the name of a state) or they can be titles you use in your diagrams (e.g., the title of an axis or of the
whole diagram). In R, you surround each string with quotation marks, typically double quotation marks.
For example, "Connecticut", "Usage Percentage", and " February High

Tenper at ur e" are all strings.

Vectors

As you've noted, we often gather a large number of values in response to a single question. For example,
in our study of states that students visited, we had over 100 values spread across the four sections of
introductory statistics that participated. Clearly, it would not be sensible to name each of those values
separately. R supponsctors for sequences of values.

The easiest way to create a vector is withabg ; ,v,,...,v,) command. Here's a short vector
giving a few counts of states visited.
> StatesVisited = c¢(20, 37, 15, 20, 20, 15, 4, 18, 25,4, 4, 4)

> StatesVisited
[1] 20 37 15 20 20 15 4 18 25 4 4 4



Similarly, here are two vectors, one of which contains the ratios of performances in the regular section and
one of which contains strings that describe those ratios.

Regul ar Good = 16
Regul arFair = 11
Regul ar Poor = 2

Regul ar Total = Regul ar Good + Regul ar Fai r + Regul ar Poor
Regul ar Proportions = c(Regul ar Good/ Regul ar Tot al , Regul ar Fai r/ Regul ar Tot al , Regul ar Poor / Regul ar Tot al )
Regul ar Label s = c("CGood G ades", "Fair G ades", "Poor G ades")

VVVYVYVYV

You will use vectors in a variety of ways. For example, you can use the two vectors we've just created to
create a simple bar graph. (We'll return to the details of bar graphs a little bit later.)

> bar pl ot (Regul ar Proportions, nanes.arg=Regul arLabel s, mai n="G ades in Regul ar Section")

Similarly, you can use the vector of states visited to create a dot plot. (You may find the first command a
little confusing. We'll return to the details of dot plots a little later.)

> |ibrary(BHH2, |ib="/hone/rebel sky/ Statsl115/Packages")
> dotPlot(StatesVisited, main="States Visited by Stats Students")

More importantly, you can also compute summary statistics for a vector of values. (Don’t worry if you
don’t understand all of the things we compute in the next examples ... they are intended for demonstration
purposes only.) In particular, we can find thengt h (number of entriesyax (maximum value)m n
(minimum value)rean (average valuejredi an (middle value), andum(total of values) of a vector.

> | ength(StatesVisited)

[1] 12

> max(StatesVisited)
[1] 37

> mn(StatesVisited)
[1] 4

> nean(StatesVisited)
[1] 15.5

> nedi an( St at esVi si t ed)
[1] 16.5

> sun( St atesVisited)
[1] 186

We can even produce a table that summarizes the values in the vector.

> tabl e(StatesVisited)
StatesVisited

4 15 18 20 25 37

4 2 1 3 1 1

At times, you will need vectors with regularly-spaced values. For example, you might want to create the
vector (0,5,10,15,20,25,30,35,40,45,50) as labels for a diagram or as boundaries for ranges. To create
vectors of regularly-spaced values, you usestng( f r omeval , to=val , by=val ) command.



> seq(frone0, t 0=50, by=5)

[1] O 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50

> seq(fronrl0, t 0=20, by=1. 2)

[1] 10.0 11.2 12.4 13.6 14.8 16.0 17.2 18.4 19.6
> seq(fronrl0, to=1, by=-1)

[1] 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Exercise 3. Vectorsand Graphs

a. Try the example above in which we created vectors for the regular section of introductory statistics and
then created a bar graph from them. We've repeated those commands here:

> Regul ar Good = 16

> Regul arFair = 11

> Regul ar Poor = 2

> Regul ar Total = Regul ar Good + Regul arFair + Regul ar Poor

> Regul ar Proportions = c(Regul ar Good/ Regul ar Tot al , Regul ar Fai r/ Regul ar Total , Regul ar Poor/ Regul ar Tot al )
> Regul ar Label s = c("Good Grades", "Fair Gades", "Poor G ades")

> bar pl ot (Regul ar Proportions, nanes.arg=Regul arLabel s, nai n="G ades in Regul ar Section")

b. Create a similar graph for the sports section of the class.

c. Create a similar graph for both sections. (Hint: You’'ll need to build bigger vectors.)

Exercise 4. Tabulating and Graphing Data

The data in the previous exercise were already tabulated for us. What if the data are not already tabulated?
As we've just seen, theabl e command will tabulate for you. You can even tell R to graph that table.

a. Verify that R tabulates the simulated states visited data.

> StatesVisited = c¢(20, 37, 15, 20, 20, 15, 4, 18, 25,4, 4, 4)
> tabl e(StatesVisited)

b. Build a bar graph from the data by first tabulating it and then building a bar graph from the table.

> barplot(table(StatesVisited), main="States Visited by Intro Stats Students")

Exercise 5. Tabulating String Data

Here’s a vector of strings that represent the grades that students got in a class.
> LetterGrades = c("C',"A","B","A","A","B","C","C","B","A","C","C")

a. Build that vector.

b. Usingt abl e, build a tabular summary of the grades.

c. We can usbar pl ot to plot that table. In particular, try the following and see what happens.



> barplot(tabl e(LetterG ades))

d. Create a similar vector, table, and plot of the genders of the ten or so students nearest you.

Exercise 6: Computing with Vectors

Interestingly (or perhaps not so interestingly), R lets you include vectors in computations. In this exercise,
you’ll explore those computations a bit.

a. Create the vect®5, 85, 90, 78, 70, 90, 95, 100, 92 and name i& ades. This vector is intended
to represent a group of sample grades.

b. Create the vectd@0, 20, 33, 90, 60 and name iAnswer s. This vector intended to represent how
many students selected answers a, b, ¢, d, and e on a multiple-choice problem.

c. What do you expect the result of the following command to be? (Don't enter it yet: Describe what you
think should happen.)

> Grades + 10
d. Check your answer experimentally. (That is, type in the command and see what the result is.)

e. What do you expect the result of the following command to be? (Once again, don’t enter it yet: Describe
what youthink should happen, now that you have a little more experience.)

> 2 * Answers
f. Check your answer experimentally.

g. Of course, neither of those computations makes sense. Here’s one that might. What do you expect the
result of the following computation to be?

> Grades - nean(G ades)
h. Check your answer experimentally.
i. Why might someone want to do that computation?

j. Create a bar graph from those modified data.

> students = c("Adant',"Beth","Charles","Dani","Eric","Fiona","Geg", "Hanna", "I ggy")
> barpl ot (Grades - nean(G ades), nanes. arg=students)

k. What do you expect the output of the following command to be?
I. Check your answer experimentally.

m. Why might someone want to do that computation?



n. Create a bar graph for those scaled counts.

> Letters = C("A"l"B"l"C.l"D.l"E")
> bar pl ot (Answer s/ sun{ Answers), nanes. arg=Letters, mai n="Responses to Question 3")

Data Frames

Vectors are a great way to accumulate all the values associated with a single variable (as we did for grades
and states visited) or to gather data for a bar graph (as we did for numbers of students getting certain
categories of grades in different statistics sections ). However, most of the time we're analyzing data, we
work with more than one variable per observational unit. For example, in Activity 2-4, each OU had three
variables: The state name, the kind of law, and the percentage of usage.

When you deal with data with more than one variable, R prefers to organize those data into what R calls a
data frame. (In fact, there are times when you're dealing with only one variable that R still prefers to
organize those data into a data frame.) A frame is a table-like object (in fact, R often refers to it as a table)
in which each column represents a variable and each row an observational unit.

We can build data frames at the command line, usinddle. f r ame procedure, and creating a vector
for each column. For example, here’s a data frame for the start of the seatbelt data.

> Seat bel t Usage = data. frame(State=c("A abama","Al aska", "Ari zona", " Arkansas"),
+ Law=c(" Pri mary", " Secondary", "Secondary", " Secondary"),
+ Conpl i ance=c(81. 8, 78. 4, 94. 2,68. 3))
> Seat bel t Usage
State Law Conpl i ance
1 Al abama Primary 81.8
2 Al aska Secondary 78. 4
3 Arizona Secondary 94.2
4 Arkansas Secondary 68. 3

Of course, that mechanism for building frames is both inconvenient and awkward (since, for example, you
enter different variables for the same OU at different places), and almost no one every uses it except for
quick tests. Instead, we either read pre-existing data from a file or build the data using a data editor.

To use the data editor, you write

> Tabl eNane = edit(data.frane())

The specifics of the data editor vary from system to system. On our Linux boxes, it's a bit clumsy, but gets
the job done.

Once you've built a data frame and want to update it, you use the confimnagdabl eNane) . This
command brings up the same editor, but on an existing frame. Many R users find it convenient to build a
small table at the command line and then update it éising

A lot of the time, you'll simply want to read data from a file. Tihead. t abl e("fil ename",
header =TRUE) command is the most typical command for reading from a file. If the data are in CSV
(comma-separated values) format, as they often are for this class, yaueadecsv instead of
read. t abl e.



> Seat bel t Usage = read. csv("/hone/rebel sky/ St at s115/ Dat a/ Seat Bel t Usage05. csv")

So, once you have a frame (that you've created at the command line, that you've built in the data editor, or
that you've read from a file), what can you do with it? You can look at the first few lines with
head(tabl e).. You can look at the whole thing (not usually advisable) by entering the name of the
table. Early on, you are likely to want to extract particular columns from the table to use as vectors. For
example, you might do that to analyze them individually. You can extract a column by writing
Tabl e$Col Nanme. For example, we might get the Law column from the SeatbeltUsage frame with
Seat bel t Usage$Law.

R also contains a wealth of techniques for extracting particular rows from a frame. You can, for example,
follow the name of a frame with square brackets and, within those square brackets, give a vector of rows
and then a comma. We get rows 1, 2, and 3eait bel t Usage with

> Seat bel t Usage[c(1, 2,4),]

State Law Conpl i ance
1 Al abam Primary 81.8
2 Al aska Secondary 78.4
4 Arkansas Secondary 68.3

As importantly, instead of the vector, we can substitupeedicate (test) based on some column of the
table. For example, the following selects all the rows ofSinat bel t Usage table for which the law is
Primary. (We use= rather tharr becauses is used for assigning names to values, and we don’'t want R
to be confused.)

> Seat bel t Usage[ Seat bel t Usage$Law == "Primary", ]
State Law Compl i ance

1 Al abama Prinmary 81.8

5 California Primary 92.5

7 Connecticut Prinmary 81.6

8 Del aware Prinmary 83.8

We can also use inequality tests to get states with above or below a certain compliance.

> Seat bel t Usage[ Seat bel t Usage$Conpl i ance < 70, ]

State Law Compl i ance
4 Arkansas Secondary 68. 3
16 Kansas Secondary 69.0
17 Kent ucky Secondary 66. 7
21 Massachusetts Secondary 64.8
24 M ssi ssi ppi Secondary 60. 8
NA <NA> <NA> NA
40 Sout h Carol i na Secondary 69. 7
41 Sout h Dakota Secondary 68. 8
NA. 1 <NA> <NA> NA

The twoNA rows are for the states for which there was no compliance data. (It's a strange quirk of R that
the whole row gets turned to NA.) For most of the data we use, we won’t have that problem.



Finally, if you've created (or modified) a table in R, you may want to save it for later use. You do so with
thewrite.tabl e("fil enane") command. You can also use theite.csv("fil enane")
command.

Exercise 7. Building Frames

a. Using thedat a. f rame(Nane=c(...),...) construct, create the following data frame, named
G adeBook.
Narme Year G ade
1 Adans Sophonore 90
2 Brown Juni or 80
3 Davis Sophonore 90
4 Doe Freshling 85
5 Jones Seni or 70
6 Smith Seni or 100

b. Create a vectoX¥ear s, that contains just the years from that frame.

c. Create a summary table frofear s. (Remember, you ugeabl e(...) to create a summary table.)
d. Can you find a way to create a summary table of student years directi@feade Book ?

e. EditGr adeBook usingf i x( G- adeBook) and add a few more rows.

f. Repeat steps c and d.

g. Edit G-adeBook usingfi x( GradeBook) and add another column entitlédhj or. You may
choose whatever major you want for our observational units.

h. Build a summary table of majors from the modifi&cdeBook.

i. Write G- adeBook to a text file and a CSV file using

> wite.tabl e(G adeBook, "~/ Desktop/ G adeBook.txt")
> wite.csv(G adeBook, "~/ Desktop/ GradeBook. csv", row nanes=FALSE)

j- Read each of those files back into variables called, respedB&handGB2.

k. Two files should have appeared on the desktop, corresponding to the names that you gave above
(GradeBook. t xt and G- adeBook. csv). Double click on each to open it in some editor. What
differences do you see between the ways in which you edit the files?

|. Add a few more rows to each file, save it, and then redo step j. Note that when you're editing the CSV
file (in Gnumeric on our Linux systems), you'll need to remind it to save the file as CSV.



Exercise 8: Fun with Frames

The file/ hone/ r ebel sky/ St at s115/ Dat a/ survey- a. csv contains five of the variables from
the introductory statistics survey:

® Penny: Choice of abolishing or retaining the penny.

® St at es: Number of states visited.

® Countri es: Number of countries visited.

e St at sVal ue: Value of statistics on a 1-9 scale.

® Coal : Preferred honor (Nobel Prize, Olympic Gold Medal, or Academy Award).

a. Read in that table and store it in a data frame n&medey.

> Survey = read.csv("/hone/rebel sky/ St ats115/ Dat a/ survey-a. csv", header =TRUE)
b. Look at the first few lines of that frame whilead( Sur vey) .

c. Write a command to extract rows 5, 10, 15, 20, ... Hidt:(Think about ways to construct the vector
5, 10, 15, ..., 100.)

d. Write a command to build a bar graph of responses to the question of whether to retain or abolish the
penny.

e. Write a command to determine the mean number of states respondents to the survey have visited.

f. Write a command to extract the rows of the table in which the goal variable has thé Glajugi c
gol d nedal ".

g. Write a command to assign the naBoé dMedal i st s to the result of the previous computation.

h. Find the mean number of states that respondents who sel€dtgdpi ¢ gol d nedal " have
visited.

Constructing Bar Graphs

Okay, you've constructed a few bar graphs above. Are there general principles you should know? A few.
(We'll also cover more principles when you need more information.)

You build bar graphs with thear pl ot (. ..) command. The simplest bar graphs are constructed with a
vector of values. Each value gets a corresponding bar, and the height of the bar depends on the value. For
example, the following command builds a bar plot with a bar of height 1, a bar of height 5, and a bar of
height 10.

> barplot(c(1,5,10))

Frequently, you want a title at the top of your bar graph. If youreddch="..." to thebar pl ot
command, it will add that string as a title.
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> barplot(c(1,5,10), main="A Sanple Bar G aph")

As frequently, you want to add titles to the bars. You must create a vector of strings to use as the titles, and
then add them to the plot wittanes. ar g=. . ..

> barplot(c(1,5,10), main="A Sanple Bar G aph",
+ names. arg=c(" Al pha", "Beta", "Gamm"))

Once in a while, you'll have a vector of variables that you need to first tally, and then plot. For example,
the Goal column of theSur vey frame described above contains three possible factors. We can refer to
that column asSur vey$Goal , tally it with t abl e, and then graph it witlbar pl ot . We should
probably add a name, too.

> barpl ot (tabl e(Survey$Goal ), main="Goals of Intro Stats Students")

Printing Graphs

At times, you will find it useful to print the graphs you create, or to copy them to other applications. Both
printing and copying start the same way: You save the graph to a file. That is, create the graph as you
normally would. Then, you use a series of arcane commands to build the file. The most important of these
commands iglev. copy, which copies the graph to a file. You specify the type of file (usyigdbyg),

the file name, and the width and height. You must also follow dBe. copy command with

dev.of f ().

For example, the following saves the current image to thgifitgoh. j pg on your desktop.

> dev. copy(j peg, filename="~/Desktop/graph.jpg", w dth=400, hei ght=400)
> dev. of f ()

You can also save to PostScript and a wide variety of other formats.

Exercise 9: Printing

a. Create a bar plot of the goals of introductory statistics students with the following commands.

\

Survey = read.csv("/hone/rebel sky/ St at s115/ Dat a/ survey-a. csv", header =TRUE)
bar pl ot (tabl e( Survey$Goal ), nmain="CGoals of Intro Stats Students")

\

b. Save that bar plot to your desktop with the following commands.

\%

dev. copy(j peg, fil ename="~/Desktop/goals.jpg", w dth=600, hei ght=400)
dev. of f ()

\%

. On your desktop, you should now see a file cajledl s. j pg. Double-click on it.

O
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Constructing Dot Plots

Although Workshop Statistics makes a lot of use of dot plots, those kinds of dot plots are not standard in

R. Why not? Because there are other ways to represent data, such as histograms, that are often more
useful. So why doe¥/orkshop Satistics use these simple dot plots? Because they’re easy to construct by
hand.

Fortunately, R is extensible. Hence, some folks who decided that they needed simple dot plots added
support for them in R. However, you need to load the BHH2 package, which addsttReot
command.

If you're working at home, on your own computer, you can probably add the package with the following
commands:

> install.packages("BHH2")
> | i brary(BHH2)

When you enter the first command, R will probably ask you where to look for R packages. We generally
use the lowa State server, which appears in most lists as “USA (lowa)”.

Unfortunately, our Linux computers are not configured to allow you to extend R. Hence, you need a
somewhat different command.

> |ibrary(BHH2, |ib="/hone/rebel sky/ Statsl115/Packages")
Once you've loaded this library, tidet Pl ot command is available to you.

As in the case dbar pl ot , you can caldot Pl ot with just the data you want plotted. (In this case, you
don’t have to turn it in to a table first.)

> dot Pl ot (Survey$St at es)

Of course, you'll want to add a title to the figure.

> dot Pl ot (Survey$States, main="States visited by Intro Stats Students")

One thing that you may notice is that the label on the X axis is a bit awkward. It reads “Survey$States”,
which is unlikely to be meaningful to anyone but the person who generated the plot. We can change that
text by adding! ab="..." to the command.

> dot Pl ot (Survey$States, main="States visited by Intro Stats Students",
+ xl ab="Nunber of States")

You may also notice that the tick marks on the X axes are somewhat awkward. Unfortunately, it's not
nearly so easy to fix those. The solution is to draw the dotplot without any axes and then to add them back
in. You tell R not to draw axes by addiages=FALSE to the command. You tell R what ticks to use
when drawing a horizontal axis wittxi s( 1, vect or) , where the vector has the tick marks.
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dot Pl ot (Survey$St at es, axes=FALSE,

mai n="States visited by Intro Stats Students",
x| ab="Nunber of States")

axi s(1l, seq(frone0,to=50, by=5))

vV + + V

Exercise 10: Dot Plots

a. Repeat the previous set of commands to verify that the plots are created as described. Note that you will
need to run théi br ary command first. Note also that you will need to haveSinevey frame defined.
See earlier in the lab for how to read in the survey.

b. Create a dot plot for it at sVal ue column of theSur vey frame.
c. Create a bar graph for tBeat sVal ue column of theSur vey frame.

d. What are the relative advantages and disadvantages of these two ways of displaying the responses to the
value of statistics question?

e. Create a bar graph for tBeat es column of theSur vey frame.

f. What problems, if any, do you think one would have reading the bar graph rather than the dot plot for
the number of states visited data?

Copyright (c) 2007-8 Samuel A. Rebelsky.

This work is licensed underf[a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 2.5 llicense. To view a
copy of this license, visjhtt p: // creati vecommons. org/licenses/by-nc/2.5/|or send a
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