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This document summarizes summer opportunities for students interested in doing projects related to
computer science and computing. It is not intended to be comprehensive. While | strive for accuracy, | do
not guarantee the accuracy of any of the information in this document.

This document may be found on the Web at
lhttp://ww. cs. gri nnel | . edu/ ~r ebel sky/ Depart nent/ cs- sunmer . ht i |and
lhttp: //ww. cs. grinnel | . edu/ ~r ebel sky/ Depart nent/ cs- sunmer . pdf|

This document is certainly not the only resource available to you. Here are some other useful sites:

® The Science Division’s summer opportunities site at:
[htt p: /7 www. grinnel I . edu/ academ c/ di vi si ons/ sci ence/ sumrer/ sci sunr es- of f canpus|

The Computing Community Consortiufmt t p: / / www. cr a. or g/ ccc/ ur o- zong|

CRA Distribured Research Experiences for Undergraduates (Women only):

[http:// www. cra-w. or g/ dr eu/| (Deadline unknown; typically early February.)

There’s a nice list of opportunities at

[http://cerebro.xu. edu/ sunmeri nt er nshi ps. ht n | It has not yet been updated for this
year.

The NSF’s REU database for CS

[htt p: // www. nsf. gov/crssprgm reu/reu search.cfm

ACM Crossroads's internship database.

[http://wwv. acm or g/ crossroads/resources/internships. htm] This seems to
have disappeared. I'm still waiting for a response on where it is now.

Warning! Deadlines for many programs are typically in early February. You should plan to research
programs during Winter break.

Warning! While deadines are in early February, many places don’t post opportunities until early January.
You will need to check sites a few times and may have to follow up with email.

International students. Some choices for summer work have visa implications. You should talk to Karen
Edwards asap about your plans so that she can help you navigate the paperwork and meet deadlines.
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Setting Your Goals

As you investigate summer opportunities, you should consider your goals (both short term and long term).
In particular, you should consider what you hope to get from the summer. Do you want to learn more
about the discipline? Do you want to exercise your skills? Do you want to investigate a possible career?
Do you just want to make money? Do you want to escape from Grinnell? Do you want to experience how
Grinnell is different in the summer? I've tried to note some particular advantages and disadvantages of
each kind of program.

Using Winter Break Well

Identify your goals for your summer.

Identify possible locations and deadlines. At times, this may involve emailing people who have
offered opportunities in the past or who might recommend opportunities.

Draft a common application letter - Why are you interested in the the project (in general - needs to be
customized); What will you bring to the project?

Maybe: Work on an open source project to build your resume.

Maybe: Learn a new programming language.



On Campus

Research With Grinnell CS Faculty

Advantages

Convenient/familiar

For students entering their third or fourth year, can serverestared advanced project (MAP)
For students entering their second year, can servenast@red introductory project (MIP)
Reasonable compensation ($3400 or so, but | think you are taxed on it)

Interesting projects

4 credits

Potential for continuing work (sometimes with compensation)

Often collaborative

Stay in Grinnell

Disadvantages

® Limited availability

® High expectations: The College wants publishable work
® Continuing work (often w/o compensation)

e May require travel in the fall or the spring

Contacts: Janet Davislavi sj an@s. gri nnel | . edu (not offering summer work in Summer 2012);
Samuel A. Rebelskyebel sky@ri nnel | . edu; Henry Walkemal ker @s. gri nnel | . edu (not
offering summer work in Summer 2012) Jerod Weinmannman@s. gri nnel | . edu (not offering
summer work in Summer 2012).

Student Assistant MathL AN Administrator
Advantages

Convenient/familiar

Explore a different aspect of computing

Likelihood for continuing work (sometimes with compensation)
Stay in Grinnell

Disadvantages

® Very limited availability (one or two this summer)
® High expectations
e Unknown compensation

Contacts: John David Stonst one@s. gri nnel | . edu



Work With Grinnell Math Faculty

Advantages

Convenient/familiar

Can serve asmentored advanced project (MAP)

Reasonable compensation ($3400, but you are taxed on it)
Interesting projects

4 credits

Potential for continuing work

Stay in Grinnell

Disadvantages

e Limited availability
e High expectations
® Not always relevant to CS

Contact: Shonda Kuiper, kuipers@math.grinnell.edu, Chair of Mathematics and Statistics, should have a
list of Math faculty who will be supervising summer MAPs; Jeff Blanchard, blanchj@grinnell.edu, who
may be supervising a programming-oriented MAP.

| nstructional Technology Services

ITS typically hires a few students to work on a variety of projects over the summer, including help desk.
We don’t know how many students they plan to hire this summer.

Advantages

® Somewhat low-key
® Stay on campus

Disadvantages

® Unknown compensation
e Typically limited to students already working for computing services

Contact: Karen McRitchiarcri t chi @ri nnel | . edu

Other Campus Jobs

There are, of course, a variety of other jobs available on campus students who are really interested in
staying at Grinnell. Some of these jobs may have a computing component. You will need to spend some
effort finding these jobs and convincing appropriate folks to hire you. | have been told that the library,
admissions, and the security department often have the most opportunities.



Off Campus

Resear ch Experiences for Undergraduates

The National Science Foundation sponsors a number of REU (Research Experience for Undergraduates)
projects nationwide. The NSF site can provide you with some pointers, including some that are nearby.
The CS faculty know folks at DePauw, Harvey Mudd, and Hope.

Advantages

Looks great on resume/CV

Work with other computer scientists
Often pays better than Grinnell
Escape from Grinnell

Disadvantages

® Limited to U.S. Citizens
e Highly competitive, with late decisions
® Some applications due asap

Contact: Individual institutions. See the list at NSF,
[http:// ww. nsf.gov/crssprgmreu/list result.cfnfuniti d=5049] for more details)

Here are a few institutions that we know a bit better.

e DePaul (medical informatics):

lhttp://facweb. cs. depaul . edu/ resear ch/ ve/ nedi x/ 2011/ i ndex. ht m
DePauwiht t p: / / www. depauw. edu/ uni v/ r eu/ |

Harvey Muddht t p: // www. cs. hnt. edu/ REU/|

Hopeijhtt p: // www. cs. hope. edu/ r eu/|

lowa State, HCIht t p: / / ww. hci . i ast at e. edu/ REU/ |

VCU Bioinformatics and Bioengineering Summer Institute:

[http:// wwv. vcu. edu/ csbc/ bbsi /| (May be defunct)

® Washington Universityhtt p: // reu. cse. wust | . edu/|

Corporate I nternships

You should talk to career services about potential internships. You should also search on the Web.
Grinnell students have done internships with a wide variety of companies. Some that come to mind
include:

® Advanced Technologies Group (run by a Grinnell Alfimn} p: / / ww. a-t - g. cond |
e The Aerospace Corporation (rumored to have Scheme projects)

[http://ww. aero.org/careers/intern. ht|
® AT&T labs



http://www.nsf.gov/crssprgm/reu/list_result.cfm?unitid=5049
http://facweb.cs.depaul.edu/research/vc/medix/2011/index.htm
http://www.depauw.edu/univ/reu/
http://www.cs.hmc.edu/REU/
http://www.cs.hope.edu/reu/
http://www.hci.iastate.edu/REU/
http://www.vcu.edu/csbc/bbsi/
http://reu.cse.wustl.edu/
http://www.a-t-g.com/
http://www.aero.org/careers/intern.html

® CGlI (formerly American Management Systefns} p: / / ww. cgi . com web/ en/ hone. ht m
® Microsoftht t p: // www. m crosoft. com

Some students have also had good luck contacting alumni for ideas. The CDO is likely to be able to
provide some leads.

Advantages

Get a taste of the real world
Escape from Grinnell

Get your foot in the door

Likely to have good compensation

Disadvantages

® Projects may not be interesting
® May use up “work time” on international student visas

International Students: The Career Development Office has a special form for obtaining curricular
practical training (whatever that is) for the summer.

For more information and ideas, v|sit Grinnell's Career Development Dffice

Other Research Internships
You might also consider applying for internships at research laboratories.
Advantages

® | ooks good on resume
e Likely to be interesting work
e Potentially good compensation

Disadvantages

e You'll need to identify potential research sites
e Likely to be highly competitive
® Status for international students unclear

Contact: Individual researchers.

Noyce-Intel Summer Internships

These are competitive internships available to Grinnell students to undertake interesting and socially
responsible applications of computing and technology. The internship must be at a nonprofit or
governmental institution. Certainly, not all of these internships are in computing related fields, but many
are. In the past, some these fellowships have been used to support students working for Freenets, students
developing computer applications for other disciplines at other Universities, and students doing computer


http://www.cgi.com/web/en/home.htm
http://www.microsoft.com/
http://www.grinnell.edu/offices/cdo/

work for nonprofits. Two are typically awarded. These can also be used for off-campus opportunities, and
often are.

Advantages

Self-directed

Interesting projects

Usually off-campus

Looks good on resume/CV

Available to foreign students, even for off-campus study

Disadvantages

Competitive

Self-designed

Lower compensation, intended to cover only expenses
Requires fall presentation

Contacts: Samuel A. Rebelskavi sj an@ri nnel | . edu[CDQ.

Google Summer of Code

In summer 2007, three Grinnell students were supporteddagle Summer of Code projects. The Google
Summer of Code supports undergraduates to work on open-source projects.

In summer 2009, at least one Grinnell student worked on summer of code.
It's not clear if GSoC will be offered in Summer 2012.

® Some initial information:
htt p: /7 groups. googl e. cond gr oup/ googl e- sumer - of - code-di scuss/ browse thread/thread/ 31e618ed693ed5

(you'll need to join a Google Group to read this)
® Advice for students:

lhtt p: // code. googl e. com p/ googl e- sunmer - of - code/ wi ki / Advi cef or St udent s|
e |f you want to do summer of code, get involved with an open source pnojelct

Advantages

Interesting projects

Benefits society

Looks good on CV
Possibility for telecommuting
Dedicated mentors
Relatively late notifications


http://www.grinnell.edu/offices/cdo/
http://groups.google.com/group/google-summer-of-code-discuss/browse_thread/thread/31e618ed693ed5
http://code.google.com/p/google-summer-of-code/wiki/AdviceforStudents

Disadvantages

o Competitive
® May not provide a physical community
e Often a much later deadline and decision date

Miscellaneous

Jordan Young [youngjor] can provide some information about internships at the Department of the
Interior.
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