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Improving Recognition of Novel Input with Similarity

Problem and Motiv ation

Our goal is to read signs and text in arbitr ar y images .

Applications include:
� aid to visually impair ed
� autom atic translation
� image annotation

Man y Fonts

Signs exhibit a wide var iety
of fonts , making
recognition mor e dif�cult
for a ppear ance-based
models .

Few Character s

With very few char acter s
compar ed to most
documents , signs make
local ada ptation
challenging.

Previous Work: Cluster ing

Abstract from identi�cation to matching:
Decide whether char acter s are the same.

% Labeling

Cluster ing
& Cryptanalysis

Drawbac ks:
� Distinct stages
� Ignor es dissimilarity

Example

FleetSimilarity

FteatLanguage

FIeetAppearance

� False matches
� Missed matches
� Language information based

on local context
� Similarity enf orces global

consistenc y

Proba bilistic Model
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A discr iminativ ely trained
undir ected gra phical
model is used for char acter
recognition. Information
is drawn from three sources .
p(y j x) = 1

Z expf� UA (y ; x) � UL (y) � US (y ; x)g

Appearance

Input Even Odd Magn.

Featur es
are the magnitudes of quadr atur e matched
Ga bor �lter responses: UA (yi ; x i) = � A (yi) � jx i j.
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Language

Bigram and letter case featur es: UL (yi ; yi+1) = � L (yi ; yi+1) � 1.

Similar ity
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= Similarity is measur ed by
the vector angle
betw een the �lter
responses of two
char acter s: d = 1 � cos� .

Basisfunctions with range
boundar ies as asymptotes
transform the distance.
US (yi ; yj ; x i ; x j ) = � (yi ; yj ) � S�d
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acts as a soft constr aint in a uni�ed model.
All information is weighed simultaneously ,
preventing unreco vera ble errors.

Training

Appearance: 62 char acter alpha bet in 200 fonts .

Language: 84 books from Project Gutenber g.

Similar ity: Pairs of char acter s with small random
transformations and noise. Same:dif ferent ratio lear ned
from sample windo ws of text from our language cor pus.

Piece wise: Discriminant par ameter s � A, � L , and � S optimized
separ ately by MAP estimate.

Inference: Loop y BPwith maxim um poster ior marginal
(MPM) prediction.

Results

Test Data: 95 sign images compr ising 1,209 char acter s.

Information Accur ac y FNR FPR HR
Appear ance 84.04 11.42 0.51 91.07

Language 91.65 6.85 0.66 98.68
Similarity 93.22 5.45 0.14 99.26

Cluster ing 91.40 3.69 0.88 97.26

FNR: False neg ativ e
(same char acter ,
different label) rate.
FPR: False positiv e
(dif ferent char acter ,
same label) rate. HR:
Hit (same char acter ,
same label, corr ect
label) rate.

Examples of signs read corr ectly .

� False positiv es
reduced by 79%

� Error reduced by 19%
� Cluster ing causes

unreco vera ble errors

Conc lusions

� Additional information
is most useful
in a uni�ed frame work.

� Abstraction with similarity
greatly aids a
weak a ppear ance model.


